Filtration plasmapheresis in vivo.
A continuous-flow filtration plasmapheresis system has been developed as an alternative to conventional techniques for conducting plasmapheresis from blood donors. The system was tested in two stages, nonreinfusion and continuous reinfusion. Donor safety, separation efficiency, and plasma quality were examined. These studies indicate that membrane plasmapheresis is feasible, safe to the donor, and yields sufficient plasma for either therapeutic or component therapy use.